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Welcome to Cooperative Month! Southeastern Electric Cooperative, Inc. (Southeastern) was formed by 
members just like you banding together to bring electric power to the areas in rural Hutchinson, Lincoln, 
McCook, Turner and portions of Minnehaha and Union counties in the late 1930s and early ’40s. Our 
electric system has grown into a complex, technology-oriented system serving almost 19,000 meters with 
more than 4,800 miles of overhead/underground power lines and equipment for your everyday electrical 
needs. Our employee group works hard with your elected board of directors to plan, organize, maintain, 
build and work with you, our members, to power your technology-driven homes, farms and businesses 
today, tomorrow and with a vision of 30 to 40 years into the future. Southeastern’ mission statement is 
“Member Focused, Member Driven” and I believe it is safe to say that our founding fathers charted the 
future and you keep it all going today. Your active participation in Southeastern’s annual meeting electing 
your board of directors to direct the future of your electric cooperative is crucial to continuing this 
member-driven organization. Happy Cooperative Month Southeastern members and thanks for 
all that you do for your electric cooperative!
To help celebrate with you, we will again be out in your area serving up some pancakes, sausage and 
drinks to visit with you about any plans you have at your home, farm or business and just taking the time 
to say “Thanks” to each of you for being members of Southeastern. Member Appreciation Days will be 
held at the Alcester City Auditorium on Nov. 6 from 5 to 7 p.m., the Salem Armory on Nov. 7 
from 5 to 7 p.m., the Viborg Community Building on Nov. 8 from 5 to 7 p.m. and then wrap up 
the celebration at the Prairie View Event Hall (3/4 west of 1-29 Exit 73) near Tea, S.D., on  
Nov. 9 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. We look forward to seeing you at one of these venues and as always, we 
will have some hot pancakes ready for you to enjoy along with time to visit with your friends, neighbors 
and your cooperative staff or board members. We look forward to seeing you, so please make plans to 
attend!
We are working on the 2020 budget and a quick read of the winter predictions is that it will 
be “a parade of snowstorms” for the Upper Midwest this coming winter season. We are not 
exactly sure what that will mean for us, but it may mean colder-than-normal weather and some extensive 
use of the snow blower at my house. When trying to predict Southeastern’s electric use for all of you next 
year, we realize that your individual monthly electric bills are driven by the electric loads you have in your 
homes, farms or businesses. In addition to those individual differences at each meter, the weather has a 
major impact on our system-wide electrical use each month based on how cold or hot it is each month. 
Now is a good time to check out those standby generation systems, make them accessible and seal up 
those buildings to keep that cold weather out. We will provide you more information on the 2020 
budget as the details roll out.
Our nine-state power supplier, Basin Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (Basin Electric) out of Bismarck, 
N.D., is gradually incorporating more renewable power generation into our power supply mix each 
year. With each 1,000 kWhs of electric energy produced from wind, solar, biomass or other 
renewable power generation resource, one (1) Renewable Energy Credit (REC) or “Green 
Tag” is produced. That REC or Green Tag is how the production of renewable energy is tracked as 
a commodity in the marketplace. Starting in January of 2020, Southeastern will be allowing 
our members to buy these RECs or Green Tags and qualify your home, farm or business as 
receiving 100 percent renewable generated power. For those of you desiring to utilize green 
energy and want a certifiable way to verify that you are consuming renewable energy, this will 
be a great option for you. We will have more details and information for all members to consider this 
option on an individual basis in the next couple of months.
We hope to see you at Member Appreciation Days the first week of November 2019. I am proud 
to work with our members, your elected board of directors and our extremely dedicated and qualified 
employees getting the work done for you, the members of Southeastern, daily. Happy Cooperative 
Month and may you all have an excellent Veteran’s Day celebrating the freedoms that we enjoy 
every minute of every day here in the United States of America!!! A special “thanks” to all our 
past and current Veterans!

Cooperative Appreciation Month 
and New 2020 Programs Evolve 

MANAGER’S REPORT

Brad Schardin

General Manager 
brad@southeastern.coop

We hope to see 
you at Member 

Appreciation Days 
the first week of 
November 2019. 



Title VI – Statement of Non-Discrimination 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the 
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all 
bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may 
be made available in languages other than English.  
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a 
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
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to say “Thanks” to each of you for being members of Southeastern. Member Appreciation Days will be 
held at the Alcester City Auditorium on Nov. 6 from 5 to 7 p.m., the Salem Armory on Nov. 7 
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attend!
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renewable power generation resource, one (1) Renewable Energy Credit (REC) or “Green 
Tag” is produced. That REC or Green Tag is how the production of renewable energy is tracked as 
a commodity in the marketplace. Starting in January of 2020, Southeastern will be allowing 
our members to buy these RECs or Green Tags and qualify your home, farm or business as 
receiving 100 percent renewable generated power. For those of you desiring to utilize green 
energy and want a certifiable way to verify that you are consuming renewable energy, this will 
be a great option for you. We will have more details and information for all members to consider this 
option on an individual basis in the next couple of months.
We hope to see you at Member Appreciation Days the first week of November 2019. I am proud 
to work with our members, your elected board of directors and our extremely dedicated and qualified 
employees getting the work done for you, the members of Southeastern, daily. Happy Cooperative 
Month and may you all have an excellent Veteran’s Day celebrating the freedoms that we enjoy 
every minute of every day here in the United States of America!!! A special “thanks” to all our 
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SEC Delivers Opportunity with a 
Safety Message to Area Schools
For the second year now, SEC delivered a pallet of bottled water to area schools. The 
schools can choose what they want to do with each of their 60 cases of bottled water but 
no matter what they decide, each one has an electrical safety message on them. 
SEC hopes that by selling or giving them away at school events, it will be an opportunity to 
spread electrical safety to the communities. 
“This is a win-win for everyone. The schools can use them to aid in fundraising and SEC 

can put a safety 
reminder in a lot of 
people’s hands,” said 
Mark Neu, South-
eastern’s member 
services manager. 
Make sure to look 
for these special 
bottles of water at 
your next school 
event.

Linemen Lucas Schreurs and Kevin Fey help 
Viborg students unload a pallet of bottled water 
with safety messages on them donated by SEC. 

McCook Central FFA students 
pose with a stack of bottled 
water donated by SEC.



KIDS CORNER SAFETY POSTER

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric coop-
erative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll receive a 
prize. All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and the names 
of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

“Never jerk cords out of the outlets; grip the plug only.”

Traci Tschetter, 8 years old

Traci is the daughter of Ryan and Elaine Tschetter, Revillo, S.D. 
They are members of Whetstone Valley Electric Cooperative, 
Milbank, S.D.

Electrical Safety 
Tips to Help 
Protect Homes 
and Businesses
Every year, electrical equipment, wiring, appli-
ances and tools cause injuries and fires at both 
homes and workplaces. 

Paying close attention to the condition of elec-
trical equipment and taking appropriate and 
prompt action to correct electrical problems 
can help to ensure your safety and the safety 
of those around you. 

Below are guidelines to help identify and 
reduce electrical hazards.

Elecrical Outlet Safety
 � Avoid overloading outlets with too many 

appliances, and ensure that electrical loads 
are appropriate for the circuits.

 � Unplug appliances when they are not in 
use to conserve energy, as well as minimize 
the opportunities for electric shock or fire.

 � Use outlets instead of relying on extension 
cords and power strips. Consider having 
additional permanent outlets installed 
where needed.

 � Use Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters 
(GFCIs) in wet/damp areas like kitchens, 
bathrooms and outdoors.

Electrical Cord Safety
 � Inspect electrical cords to ensure that they 

are not frayed, cracked or damaged.
 � Do not place electrical cords in high traffic 

areas, under carpets, or across doorways 
where they pose a potential tripping hazard 
or could be easily damaged.

Certification and Awareness
 � Ensure that all electrical products and 

equipment are certified by a nationally 
recognized testing laboratory, such as 
Underwriters Laboratories (UL), and read 
the manufacturer’s instructions carefully.

 � Allow only trained and qualified electrical 
workers to perform work on electrical 
equipment.

 � Be aware of signs of electrical 
problems such as flickering lights and/or 
buzzing, sizzling or humming sounds from 
electrical systems.

Source: acadiainsurance.com
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Please send your favorite holiday, soup or brunch 
recipes to your local electric cooperative (address 
found on Page 3). Each recipe printed will be entered 
into a drawing for a prize in December 2019. All 
entries must include your name, mailing address, 
telephone number and cooperative name.

2 lbs. lean ground beef

1 pkg. McCormick® Slow 
Cookers Chili Seasoning

2 (14.5 oz. each) cans 
stewed tomatoes, cut-up

1 (14.5 oz.) can kidney or 
pinto beans, drained and 
rinsed

1 (4 oz.) can chopped  
green chiles

1/2 cup water

Topping:

1 (8.5 oz.) box corn  
muffin mix

1/2 cup shredded  
Cheddar cheese

Cook ground beef in large skillet on medium-high heat until no 
longer pink; drain. Place in slow cooker. Add Seasoning Mix, 
tomatoes, beans, chiles and water; mix well. Cover. Cook 8 hours on 
LOW or 4 hours on HIGH. For the Cornbread Topping, if using low 
setting, increase to HIGH. Prepare corn muffin batter as directed on 
package. Drop batter by spoonfuls on top of simmering chili. Cover. 
Cook 30 minutes longer or until toothpick inserted into center of 
cornbread topping comes out clean. Sprinkle with cheese. Makes 10 
servings.

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 362, Total Fat 14g,  
Cholesterol 89mg, Sodium 9340mg, Protein 26g, Carbohydrates 33g, 
Dietary Fiber 4g 

Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Slow Cookers Tamale Pie

Slow Cooker SensationsSlow Cooker Sensations
1 (32 oz.) bag frozen  
hash browns

1 lb. ham, cooked and cubed

1 onion, finely chopped

1 green pepper, chopped

1 T. olive oil

1-1/2 cups shredded 
Cheddar cheese

12 eggs

1 cup milk

1/2 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. pepper

Spray inside of slow cooker with cooking spray. In a small frying 
pan, saute onion and green pepper in oil until tender. Cool 10 
minutes. Place 1/3 frozen hash browns in slow cooker. Add 1/3 ham, 
onion and green pepper mixture and cheese. Repeat layers, ending 
with cheese. In large bowl, beat eggs, milk, salt and pepper until well 
blended. Pour over hash browns. Cook, covered, on LOW for 10 to 
12 hours or overnight until casserole is set and eggs are thoroughly 
cooked. Serves 12.

Mary Jessen, Holabird, SD

Slow Cooker Egg Casserole

2 boneless chicken breasts

1 tsp. chili powder

1 tsp. garlic powder

1 tsp. cumin

8 oz. cream cheese

1/3 cup water

1/2 cup shredded cheese

12 6-inch flour tortillas

Combine chicken, chili powder, garlic powder, cumin, cream cheese 
and water in slow cooker. Cover and cook on LOW for 8 hours or 
4 hours on HIGH. Place 1/4 cup chicken mixture into each tortilla. 
Top with 1 to 2 T. shredded cheese. Roll tightly and place in a single 
layer on greased baking sheet. Bake at 400°F. for 10 minutes or until 
tortillas are slightly browned and cheese is melted.

Cortney Reedy, Tea, SD

Cream Cheese Chicken Taquitos

2 boxes Uncle Ben’s  
Wild Rice

1 lb. seasoned pork sausage

1 (8 oz.) can of mushrooms

1 (10.5-oz.) can cream of 
mushroom soup

Prepare Uncle Ben’s rice as directed. Brown pork sausage. Combine 
all ingredients in slow cooker. Cook on LOW for 3 to 4 hours.

Robert Bernhardt, Aberdeen, SD

Pork Sausage and Rice

1 3 to 4 lb. chuck roast

1 pkg. ranch dressing mix

1 pkg. au jus gravy mix

1/4 cup butter

4 to 5 pepperoncini peppers 
with some juice

Place roast in slow cooker. Sprinkle dressing mix and au jus mix on 
top. Place peppers on top of the mixes; add butter. Cook on LOW 
8 hours. Note: Do not add any water or broth to this. It will make 
enough liquid as it cooks.

Jean Osterman, Wheaton, MN

Mississippi Pot Roast
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In appreciation to our members, 

will have a FREE 
Pancake and Sausage Feed.

Nov. 6
Alcester City Auditorium

5 to 7 p.m.

Nov. 7
Salem Armory

5 to 7 p.m. 
 

Nov. 8
Viborg Community Building

5 to 7 p.m.

Nov. 9
Prairie View Event Hall, Tea 

(3/4 mile west of I-29 Exit 73)
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Come see us at 
Appreciation

Days!

Hungry?

Come  
Hungry 

and don’t forget to 
register  

for a chance to WIN  
an  

all-expenses-paid,  
three-day  

member bus tour. 
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BOARD NEWS

LIKE TO COOK? Send Us Your Recipes!
We are looking for original or your favorite recipes that are a hit at your house. Each month we will hold a 
drawing from the recipes that are submitted for a $10 credit on the winner’s electric account. Please note 
that each month’s winner will then be entered in a yearly drawing for a grand prize at the end of the year. 
All recipes that we receive will be forwarded to SDREA for possible publication in  
Southeastern Electric Cooperative Connections. Recipes for the December magazine should be submitted 
by Nov. 3. The last winner of the $10 credit was Mona VanderZee
Harrisburg, S.D. You may e-mail your recipes to brett@southeastern.coop or mail them to: Southeastern 
Electric, PO Box 250, Salem, SD 57058-0250.
Upcoming recipe topics are Holiday Treats in December, Soups in January and Brunch in February.

Board Summary Report
The board of directors of Southeastern Electric Cooperative met 
on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019, with all directors present. Also 
present were Manager Brad Schardin, Attorney Alan Peterson and 
staff members John McDonald, John Euchner, Todd Nelson and 
Mark Neu. 

Manager Schardin in his report reviewed with the board the 
following items: 

 �Discussed the recent developments with Energy Transfer 
and Dakota Access Pipeline regarding electric service to the 
proposed pumping station near Harrisburg. 

 �Reviewed the street assessment by the City of Salem on the 
former warehouse property and a request from East River 
Electric for the status of rural ag development.

 �Updated the board on the initial meeting with FEMA, discus-
sions with the S.D. Office of Emergency Management and the 
status of our commercial rate study. 

 �  Informed the board on the electric service for the Prevailing 
Wind Park that includes a portion of Southeastern’s service 
territory, a territorial exception with Douglas Electric and the 
status of the Renewable Energy Credit program scheduled for 
2020. 

 �Discussed the proposed expansion of the Sioux Falls office and 
a thank you note to Bill Truman from the Avera Heart Hospital 
for his testimony on SB66 in Pierre. 

 �Reviewed the circulation folder and various member-related 
issues.

John McDonald reviewed his written report, the preliminary 
financial report for August 2019 and the POET self-generation 
report.

Operations Manager John Euchner reviewed his written report 

and provided the monthly safety and new services reports. He 
also provided strategic plan updates, plans to hire an underground 
locating contractor, a recap of the Sept. 10-11 storm and flooding 
issues, damage assessments for FEMA and the pending power 
factor dilemma. 

Manager of Marketing and Member Services Mark Neu reviewed 
his written report and informed the board of the marketing plan 
changes for 2020 and the competitive level of propane prices. 

Consumer Relations and IT Manager Todd Nelson reviewed his 
written report and the August Cyber Security Program Report. He 
also commented on a member complaint for a failure to reconnect 
an account on a timely basis. 

In his legal report, Attorney Peterson discussed an Ohio lawsuit 
involving the use of Roundup in vegetation control and recom-
mended possible changes to the standard easement language to 
address the use of chemical treatments. He also commented on 
membership requirements noted in the bylaws.

The board acted on the following motions:

 �A motion was made and seconded to approve the consent 
agenda. Motion carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded to authorize the officers to 
represent the board at the Joint Director/Employee Committee 
meeting scheduled in Marion. Motion carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded to approve Policy 302 as 
presented. Motion carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded to adopt Board Resolu-
tion #2019-05 “Approval of 2020 Load Forcast” as presented. 
Motion carried. 

The next regular monthly meeting will be held on Thursday,  
Oct. 24, 2019, at the Marion office.
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Dakota Energy lineman Brandon 
Moore draws an arc on the high 
voltage demonstration as DEC’s 
Greg Palmer explains the dangers of 
getting close to electrical equipment.

CO-OPS DELIVER 
SAFETY MESSAGE
High Voltage Trailer 
Brings Safety 
Messages to Local 
Communities

Brenda Kleinjan

editor@sdrea.coop 

The hum of electric current arcing can be heard split 
seconds before the eye registers the glowing arc on 
the wire and the flames shooting from the ends of 
a grapefruit attached to a human-like model of the 
rural electric cooperatives’ high voltage demonstra-
tion trailer.

As the hum subsides and the gasps of Miller High 
School students dwindle, Dakota Energy Cooper-
ative’s Greg Palmer continues his explanation of 
electricity’s need to find a path to ground.

“This will show you what would happen to your body 

Moore shows the scorched insides of a 
grapefruit that had been used on the high 
voltage demonstration trailer. 
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internally if you were to come in contact 
with 7,200 volts of electricity,” said Palmer, 
who works out of the Huron, S.D.-based 
cooperative’s Miller office. Palmer, along 
with lineman Brandon Moore were part of 
the Miller High School FFA Chapter’s Ag 
Safety Day in early October.

The duo used a newly constructed demon-
stration trailer used by South Dakota’s 
electric cooperatives to deliver safety 
messages to student groups, community 
groups, fire departments and others across 
the state. The co-ops have been using one 
trailer for more than two decades and this 
fall added the second trailer to the safety 
fleet.

Moore continues 
the demonstration, 
draws an arc on 
the example power 
lines.

“Electricity travels 
at the speed of light 
– you can’t just let 
go,” explains Palmer. 
“You can’t see it, you 
can’t smell it. The 
only time you see it 
is when something 
bad is about to happen.”

Moore removes the grapefruit from the 
demonstration trailer and cuts it in half.

With this grapefruit, it looks normal from 
the outside, you can see where the elec-
tricity went in and out. But when you cut 
it open, you see what it does to the inside 
of the body – it chars everything,” Palmer 
explains.

“You’ve heard the same story before: don’t 
climb on the green boxes, don’t fly kites 
near power lines. But especially this time 
of year, be aware of where power lines and 
underground boxes are located,” Palmer 
said.

“This morning we changed a pole because 
someone ran into it with a (silage) chopper 
and broke it off,” Palmer said.

Palmer went on to explain that if an 
accident like that happens and the power 
line comes in contact with the equipment 
or tractor, the best plan is to stay in the 
tractor or piece of equipment until the line 
can be de-energized.

For information about bringing this safety 
demonstration or other safety demonstra-
tions to your school, community group or 
fire department, contact your local electric 
cooperative.

“This will show 
you what would 
happen to your 

body internally if 
you were to come in 
contact with 7,200 

watts of electricity.”
Employees at Moreau-Grand Electric helped construct 
the state’s second High Voltage Demonstration trailer 
used by South Dakota electric cooperatives.

Miller High School students examine the insides of a hotdog held by 
Dakota Energy’s Greg Palmer. The hotdog  is used as an example of 
what an electrical contact can do to human muscle.
On the Cover: Flames shoot out the ends of an energized hotdog as 
Brandon Moore guides an electrical current into the demonstration 
unit to show the impact an electric contact has on the human body.
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A locally established salvage yard is now an international business 
and treasure for ag producers looking for hard-to-find ag 
equipment parts. What’s damaged to some is a treasure to others. 

Lines of old and used combines, tractors, hay balers, swathers, 
construction equipment and more can be found at All States Ag 
Parts in Salem, S.D., – the first store opened by the largest North 
American supplier of used, new, aftermarket and remanufactured 
parts from ag equipment.

Founded in 1998 by Dave Dyke and his sons, Paul and John, All 
States Ag Parts has 13 locations, including 10 salvage yards across 
the country. In Salem, they employ 26 employees and more than 
300 are employed company wide. Many ag producers across the 
U.S., Canada and Mexico form the customer base as well as inter-
national buyers from Sweden, Ukraine and Egypt. 

All States Ag Parts obtains a large number of parts by buying used 
equipment from local producers and insurance companies. Most 
of their salvaged units are wrecked, burned, flooded or retired 
from service. Once a salvaged piece of equipment is purchased, 
skilled mechanics dismantle the machine, taking all usable parts 
for resale. These parts are then closely inspected and recycled. 
When a part passes inspection, it is cleaned up, labeled and stored 
until purchased. 

Most every part of a machine is recycled in some way. When 
parts of a machine fail inspection, they are either sold as scrap 

A PART OF AGRICULTURE
Jocelyn Romey

jocelyn.romey@sdrea.coop 

Rows of parts are labeled and 
stored after being salvaged.

Used and damaged combines are lined up for salvaging at All State Ag Parts.

MEMBER NEWS
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iron or remanufactured to meet or exceed the original OEM 
specs. Antifreeze, batteries, diesel and gasoline are recycled, 
and the waste oil is used to heat the shops where mechanics are 
inspecting equipment. 

“Our company is very environmentally friendly,” said John 
Starner, store manager of All States Ag Parts in Salem. “Tires are 
the only problem – we do have to pay to get rid of those.” 

All States Ag Parts also supplies parts that are commonly 
purchased by their customers but cannot always be salvaged. 
More than 850,000 new aftermarket parts are available for 
purchase.

“Our aftermarket parts business has seen tremendous growth 
in the past decade,” said Chad Bagby, purchased parts division 
manager. “The quality of the parts available today has improved 
dramatically. Many times, we are purchasing parts from the same 
factory as the original manufacturer and are able to offer them at 
significant savings over the local dealer.”

The variety of parts salvaged, purchased and sold by All States Ag 
Parts continues to grow and most needs can be met. 

 “We provide parts for a wide spectrum of tractors and combines 
– from late model John Deere and Case IH tractors to tractors 
built in the 1940s,” said Starner.

All States Ag Parts carries parts for all makes of ag equipment, 
including, John Deere, Case IH, International, New Holland, 
Ford, Caterpillar, Gehl, Bobcat, Allis Chalmers, Massey Ferguson, 
Lexion, Kubota, Minneapolis Moline, Oliver, Steiger, White, 
Versatile and more. The company also provides a one-year 
warranty on all used, new or remanufactured parts. 

These parts can be picked up at any All States Ag Parts store or 
mailed out. Customers looking for parts can call 1-877-530-
4430 or place an order on the company’s website or Amazon. All 
States Ag Parts also has a strong social media presence to stay 
connected with their customer base.   

“We strive on customer service,” said Starner. “I’ve always 
believed that if you take care of your customers they will come 
back to you.” 

A machanic takes parts from 
a damaged tractor.

Salvaged parts undergo inspection.

MEMBER NEWS



Fall decor at some South Dakota 
electric cooperatives carry an 
important safety reminder about not 
shooting at or near power lines.

“You get really cold 
weather and the line 

tightens up and that’s 
when you’ll see those 

weak spots break.”

Don’t Shoot!
Vandals and 
Errant Shots 
Wreak Havoc 
with Equipment

With fall comes an increase of outdoor 
hunting activities.

One thing not on any responsible hunter’s 
bag list is electrical equipment.

The irresponsible actions of those firing 
the shots can have costly – and untimely 
– consequences for electric cooperative 
members.

Shots fired at electric equipment can cause 
immediate, noticeable damage, often 
times causing for emergency, after-hours 
dispatch of crews to locate and repair the 
problem disrupting power to members.

Other times, the damage weakens a line 
or piece of equipment. Time, weather 
or storms can cause the weakened area 
to fail, likely at an inconvenient time for 
members. 

“It never comes at a convenient time,” 
said Dale Schwagel, line superintendent at 
Traverse Electric Cooperative in Wheaton, 
Minn., of when the damage occurs...and 
when past damage usually surfaces. 

“You get really cold weather and the line 
tightens up and that’s when you’ll see 

Brenda Kleinjan
editor@sdrea.coop

Bullet holes caused by vandals 
riddle a co-op transformer.
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When vandals target power lines 
and electrical apparatus, system 
reliability is at stake.

those weak spots break,” said 
Schwagel.

The co-op has been relatively 
vandal-free for the last several 
years.

However, this summer the co-op 
encountered damage to newly 
installed routers which are part of 
a system-wide meter upgrade.

Schwagel estimates the cost of 
the damage will total more than 
$2,500 once labor is tacked on 
to replacing the $1,600 piece of 
equipment.

“Shooting this piece of equipment 
is a cost to the co-op and the 
members. Ultimately that’s where 
the costs go,” said Schwagel.

If you see damage to co-op 
equipment, report it to the co-ops 
so repairs can be made.

A newly installed router at Traverse 
Electric Cooperative in Wheaton, 
Minn., was destroyed by a vandal’s 
bullet, causing more than $1,600 
in damage.

Routers are being installed at 
Traverse Electric Cooperative 
in Wheaton, Minn., as part of a 
system-wide meter upgrade.
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Assembled in 
the U.S.A.

Here’s why your customers will never  
have to buy another water heater:

Unmatched Durability–Non- 
metallic tank means no anode rod  
to replace and easy maintenance

High-Efficiency Design– 
Polyurethane foam insulation allows  
only 5˚ of heat loss in 24 hours

Easy Installation–Light-weight  
plastic tank is easier to maneuver  
for one-person installation

Visit Rheem.com for more information

THE RHEEM® MARATHON®

BUILT TO LAST.
WARRANTIED
FOR LIFE.*
Built to Outlast Standard
Electric Water Heaters

*Limited tank warranty is extended for residential single family dwelling applications from ten (10) years 
to lifetime with product registration (limited parts warranty is extended for  residential single family 
dwelling applications from one (1) year to six (6) years with  registration). Warranty registration must be 
completed within 90 days of installation. Some states may not require warranty registration. Limited 
lifetime tank warranty applies to the original purchaser for as long as the purchaser owns the home. See 
warranty certificate for complete information. Warranty information can be located in the “Use and Care 
Instructions” found under the Specs/Docs  
tab of the product page on Rheem.com

Marathon 3x5 ad Revised.indd   1 3/22/16   3:11 PM

Southeastern 
Electric’s 
offices will  
be closed  
Nov. 28 and 
Nov. 29 for 
Thanksgiving.

Contact us to learn more!
1.800.333.2859
sec@southeasternelectric.com

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
CREDIT (REC) PROGRAM

SHOWCASE YOUR SUPPORT 
FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY
Sign up for Southeastern Electric’s REC program and 
showcase your business’s support for renewable energy. 

FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS
What is a Renewable Energy Credit 
(REC)? 1 megawatt hour produced by a 
renewable energy source equals 1 REC. 
RECs are also called Green Tags and 
they represent the valuable renewable 
attributes of wind energy.

Do I need to purchase any special 
equipment? No special equipment is 
needed. Southeastern Electric will fulfill 
all your electric needs while you enjoy the 
benefits of powering your business with 
renewable energy.

Where do RECs come from? Our RECs 
come from several wind farms in our 
region that supply renewable energy to 
our cooperative.

How much does it cost to power my 
home or business on 100% renewable 
energy? $1 per MWh. Example: If you use 
1200 kWh per month, participating in the 
REC program would add $1.20 + tax to 
your monthly bill. 

POWER YOUR BUSINESS 
ON 100% RENEWABLE 
ENERGY
We’re excited to help you reach your business’s 
renewable energy goals! After signing up for our 
REC program, you’ll receive a REC certificate and 
other promotional materials that you can showcase 
to your business’s customers.

Southeastern Electric is an equal opportunity provider & employer.

Southeastern 
Electric’s 
offices will  
be closed  
Nov. 28 and 
Nov. 29 for 
Thanksgiving.
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To have your event 
listed on this page, send 
complete information, 
including date, event, 
place and contact to your 
local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, 
address and daytime 
telephone number. 
Information must be 
submitted at least eight 
weeks prior to your 
event. Please call ahead 
to confirm date, time and 
location of event.

October 26: Harvest 
Halloween, Yankton, SD, 
www.harvesthalloween.com
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DATELINE

October 19
4th Annual Fall Festival, East 
Pierre Landscape and Garden 
Center, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Pierre, SD, 605-224-8832

October 19
Spooky Science, Sioux Falls, 
SD, 605-367-6000

October 19-January 5
Pheasant Hunting Season, 
Statewide, Pierre, SD, 
605-223-7660

October 25-27
Autumn Festival, An Arts and 
Crafts Affair, Sioux Falls, SD, 
402-331-2889

October 25-27
ZooBoo, Great Plains Zoo, 
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7003

October 26
ZOO BOO, Bramble Park Zoo, 
Watertown, 605-882-6269

October 26
Scare in the Square, Rapid 
City, SD, 605-716-7979

October 31-November 2
Ringneck Festival and Bird 
Dog Challenge, Huron, SD, 
605-352-0000

November 1-2
First Chance Bonanza, PRCA 
Rodeo, Brookings, SD, 
www.suttonrodeo.com

November 2
Mark Wills Concert, High 
School Gymnasium, 7 p.m., 
Sponsored by Turner County 
Charity Youth Pheasant Hunt 
to benefit McCrossan Boys 
Ranch, Parker, SD,  
605-505-1003

November 2
Fall Fling Craft/Vendor Fair, 
Dakota Christian School, 
Corsica, SD, 605-243-2211

November 9
Area Merchants and Crafters 
Annual Holiday Extravaganza, 
Sisseton, SD, 605-698-7425

November 9
Hairball, Mitchell, SD, 
605-995-8430

November 10
82nd Annual American 
Legion and Auxiliary Turkey 
Shoot and Dinner, 11 a.m. 
Trap shooting at Hudson 
Gun Club North of town, At 
downtown memorial building: 
Legion Bingo all afternoon, 
pull tabs sold, Raffle drawing 
of 1st prize – Henry Big Boy 
45 calibur rifle or $400 cash 
(need not be present to 
win), 2nd prize – $100, 3rd 
prize – $50, Other prizes – 
frozen turkeys, pork and beef 
certificates, Auxiliary dinner 
4:30 to 7 p.m., lower level of 
Memorial Building, $12 age 11 
to Adult, $12 Takeout, $5 age 
6 to 10, Free age 5 and under, 
Hudson, SD

November 15-December 18
Black Hills Christmas Tree 
Permit Season, Custer, SD, 
605-673-9200

November 16
Christmas Craft Fair, Legion 
Hall on Main Street, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Free admission, Tripp, 
SD, Contact Becki Hauser at 
605-480-3009

November 22-23
Holiday Arts Christmas Craft 
Show, Masonic Hall, Mitchell, 
SD, 605-359-2049

November 22-January 5
Winter Wonderland, Sioux 
Falls, SD, 605-275-6060

November 23-24
Winterfest: A Winter Arts 
Festival, Aberdeen, SD, 
605-226-1557

November 26-December 26
Christmas at the Capitol, 
Pierre, SD, 605-773-3178

November 29-30
1880 Train Holiday Express, 
Hill City, SD, 605-574-2222

November 30
Holiday Celebration and 
Winter Market, Rapid City, SD, 
605-716-7979

December 6-7
Strawbale Winery Twilight 
Flights, Renner, SD,  
605-543-5071

December 7
Frontier Christmas, Lake City, 
SD, 605-448-5474

December 7
Holidazzle Light Parade, 
Spearfish, SD, 605-717-9294


